
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th March 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, 




Gerard Farrell, Joe Flaherty, 
Luie McEntire, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Mae Sexton 




and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Ms. Mary Reynolds, County Librarian.




Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.

APOLOGY:


Councillor Paul Ross.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

MINUTES SILENCE.
A Minutes Silence was held to mark the first anniversary of the Rescue 116 Tragedy in which Dara Fitzpatrick, Mark Duffy, Paul Ormsby and Ciarán Smith lost their lives.
NEW YORK VISIT.

Cathaoirleach Martin Mulleady gave an update on his recent visit to New York where he was accompanied by Chief Executive Mr. Paddy Mahon and  Head of Enterprise Michael Nevin. The delegation had several meetings with successful New York based business people and entrepreneurs from Longford and has secured a commitment to establish a diaspora forum that might support the economic objectives of Longford County Council. 
Those objectives include the establishment of diaspora fora where members might be active ambassadors for the promotion of the County as an investment location and offer advice and guidance on optimising our approach to potential investors.   

Councillor Mulleady confirmed that an active two way communication channel with the New York diaspora will be opened with a view to meeting them as a group later this year.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Councillor M. Sexton  proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to discuss correspondence received from the Department of Health regarding funding for a Family Resource Centre in Longford Town in 2018.
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded a letter be forwarded to Tusla and the Minister for Children & Youth Affairs and copied to the Longford/Westmeath T.D.’s to request that funding be provided to Longford for the provision of a Family Resource Centre for Longford Town in 2018.

Councillor Sexton stated that a joint application for such a provision was made by LCRL, on behalf of the many hardworking agencies and groups working in partnership in Longford Town ( Longford Childcare Committee/Attic/Bernardos/EDI/Longford Womens Link, Longford County Council and LCRL) combating disadvantage and improving the functioning of the family unit – the entire stated aim of the FRC Programme.  The excellent application was supported with the relevant stark statistics from the States own Pobal/CSO figures for deprivation and disadvantage and independent research recently commissioned.  

Councillor Sexton stated that finance is the only reason for the refusal because the correspondence clearly states...............

“on this occasion we are not in a position to fund your application, your submission did pass process but Tusla has limited funds for 2018 and we will keep your application on file as we continue to source extra funding.”

Councillor Sexton received the full support of the Council members.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th February 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None. 
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor J. Flaherty seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Mitchell family, Abbeyshrule on the death of Nuala Mitchell.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 

10th January 2018, as circulated, were noted.

SEVERE WEATHER.

The Cathaoirleach and members complimented the Council staff who were involved in dealing with the many issues which arose throughout the County during the recent severe weather.  The members also paid tribute to the community spirit during the event
In reply to queries from the members regarding the absence of Civil Deference volunteers during the event, Paddy Mahon stated that the Council is compelled to follow correct work practices in events such as the recent severe weather.  He stated that proper risk assessments have to be carried out.  In this instance, due to safety reasons, it was not appropriate to have Civil Defence volunteers involved. 
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that seven Public Liability Claims were received during February 2018.
Capital Budget 2018 - 2020.
John McKeon, Head of Finance, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Capital Budget 2018 – 2020 and replied to queries raised.  
John emphasised that the Plan is heavily reliant of State funding, loan funding and development levies.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Capital Budget 2018 – 2020, as circulated. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 18th December 2017.
The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic PolicyCommittee Meeting held on the 18th December 2017 were noted.

Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 11th December 2017
The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 11th December 2017 were noted.
Proposed Twinning with Baltimore, Maryland, USA.
Mary Reynolds, County Librarian, briefed the members regarding the links between Bornacoola and Baltimore, Maryland.

Mary also referred to the Lady Baltimore statue which was sent by the Friendly Sons of 

St. Patrick Society in Baltimore and placed in Bornacoola. 

An update on the condition of the statue to be provided to the members.

Development Contribution Scheme 2018 – 2022. 
Terry Rooney gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Development Contribution Scheme 2018 – 2022, as circulated.   
The main objectives of the new Scheme are to -

· Promote Economic activity and Job creation

· Support the Regeneration of our Towns and Villages

· Support our Communities

· Address Infrastructure deficits

· Promote Sustainable development 

· Encourage and grow our Tourism offering

· Deliver the Rebuilding Ireland Programme

· Avoid charging excessively high Contributions
Terry outlined the main changes/ amendments to the new Scheme.

Wind Farm Development/Turbines/Solar Farms and other Renewable Energy Sources (non domestic).
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that Development Levies in respect of Wind Turbines remain at €70,000 per MW

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that Development Levies in respect of Wind Turbines be amended to €25,000 per MW.
A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-
For Councillor Butler’s Proposal 
  

Councillors  –  P. Brady, J. Browne,
  


S. Butler and M. Cahill




Total – 4.
For Councillor Casey’s Proposal


Councillors  –   M. Carrigy, M. Casey,








J. Duffy, G. Farrell, J. Flaherty, 








L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, C. Murray,








P. Nolan, P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,







M. Sexton and G. Warnock.





Total   -  13
Councillor Paul Ross were absent from the meeting. 
The Cathaoirleach declared Councillor Casey’s proposal carried  -  that Development Levies in respect of Wind Turbines remain at €70,000 per MW.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that €7,190 per MW be charged for Solar Farms and other Renewable Energy Sources (non domestic)
Terry confirmed that the Scheme will be implemented with effect from 1st April, 2018 and applicable to planning applications granted on or after this date.  

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded the adoption of the Development Contribution Scheme 2018 – 2022.
Membership of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Cahill , it was unanimously agreed that  Mr. Oliver Cassidy, Granard Traders Association  replace 
Mr. Joe Flaherty as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
Disposal of land at Templemichael Business Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Michael Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at Templemichael Business Park, Ballinalee Road, 
Longford containing 0.072 acres to N & E Farrell Precision Engineering Ltd. Templemichael Business Park, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 26th February 2018.
Audit Committee Annual Report.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2017 Audit Committee Annual Report, as circulated.
Dates for 2018 Annual Meetings of Longford County Council and Municipal Districts  Committees.
The following dates were agreed  -

· Longford County Council Annual Meeting 

-
20th June 2018.

· Granard Municipal District Annual Meeting

-
22nd May 2018.

· Ballymahon Municipal District Annual Meeting
-
21st June 2018.

· Longford Municipal District Annual Meeting
-
27th June 2018.

It was further agreed that the 2018 Cathaoirleach Awards Ceremony be held on the 

30th May 2018.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 
7th November 2017.
The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 7th November 2017, as circulated, were noted.
Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 14th December 2017.
The adopted Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 14th December 2017, as circulated, were noted.

Community Involvement Scheme.
J. Brannigan informed the members that the Department Transport Tourism and Sport have provided funding of €10m for Community Involvement Schemes nationally.  Local Authorities may submit applications for funding under this scheme.

He stated that Longford County Council has invited Expressions of Interest from householders and land owners on Regional and Local Public Roads who wish to participate in the Community Involvement Scheme.

The scheme provides for grant assistance which must be matched by a minimum 15% from the Community for eligible works including general maintenance, drainage works, pavement works and footpaths.

Application forms are available at www.longfordcoco.ie or by email to roads@longfordcoco.ie. The closing date for receipt of applications is 4pm on
15th March 2018.
John requested the members assistance in bringing the details of the scheme to their constituents.
GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.

· Correspondence dated 14th February 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing regarding commercial rates for private early years services was noted.
Notices of Motions.
Child Psychology Waiting Lists.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -
 “That this Council writes to the Minister for Health seeking funding/resources from the  Department of Health and Department of Education to cut child psychology waiting lists.  Currently there are over 7,000 children on a waiting list to for psychological interventions.”

It was agreed that the Minister for Health be requested to receive a deputation from the Council regarding this issue and the correspondence be copied to the Longford/Westmeath Dail Deputies.

Payment – Suckler Cows.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed to 
support the IFA campaign to ensure a payment of €200 per suckler cow .”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady               -

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Agriculture, Deputy Michael Creed, to ensure that a payment of €200 per cow up to a certain number be paid to Suckler Farmers and that Single 
Farm Payment continue for smaller part-time farmers, as they are now at a difficult decision time.”

It was agreed that a letter issue to Minister Creed.
Vulture Funds.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to The Minster for Finance Pascal Donohoe TD and the Central Bank calling for legislation to be enacted so as to compel Vulture Funds , on acquiring loan books from financial institutions that they are legally bound, to inform mortgage holders of the price paid for each loan. The borrower on being informed of the price paid be given a period of time to purchase or discharge the loan for the amount paid by the Vulture Fund for the loan.”

It was agreed that a letter issue to Minister Donohoe and copied to the Longford/Westmeath Dail Deputies.

Traveller Accommodation.

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded a letter be forwarded to Minister Damien English stating  that Traveller Accomodation remain within the remit of the Local Authorities.
Ophthalmic Services.

Councillor P. Nolan requested that ophthalmic services be discussed at the next meeting with representatives from the HSE.

Resignation of Councillor John Duffy.

The Cathaoirleach and members of the Council paid tribute to John Duffy who announced that he will be resigning from Longford County on the 28th March 2018.  

The members spoke regarding John’s service and dedication to Longford County Council and wished him and his family every success and happiness in the future. 

Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the executive and staff, also wished John every happiness in the future and acknowledged his contribution to Longford County Council.
John thanked the Cathaoirleach, members and management for their kind words and also for their help and support during his time as a member of the Council.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
11th April 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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